
 

 St. John Paul II Parish, Sellersburg IN  
The First Fifteen  

 
The Spiritual Life and Evangelization Commission has asked that all parish meetings 
begin with a program we are calling “The First Fifteen.” We are asking all parish 
meetings to begin with a few minutes of faith sharing. One person in the group reads 
the reading provided below (which corresponds with this next week’s weekend 
readings) and everyone is given an opportunity to reflect and share on the readings. 
The questions below are simply a way to stimulate your reflection. You can use them 
or anything that strikes you about the word of God.  
 
Sunday, September 9, 2018  
Second Reading: James 2:1-5  
My brothers and sisters, show no partiality as you adhere to the faith in our 
glorious Lord Jesus Christ.  For if a person with gold rings and fine clothes 
comes into your assembly, and a poor person in shabby clothes also 
comes in, and you pay attention to the one wearing the fine clothes and 
say, “Sit here, please,” while you say to the poor one, “Stand there,” or “Sit 
at my feet,” have you not made a distinction among your selves and 
become judges with evil designs? 
Listen my beloved brothers and sisters.  Did not God choose those who are 
poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom that he 
promised to those who love him? 
 
 
Questions to Ponder: 

1. What does the term discrimination mean to you?  Do street people frighten 
you? 
 

2. The book of James promotes a society of charity and equality to all people. 
How does this reading address equality of treatment to people of all 
classes? How can you promote this equal treatment in your life, 
community, church? 

 
3. James tells us that God chose the poor to be rich in faith and heirs to the 

kingdom that he promised to those who love him.  Do the poor have a 
better chance at salvation? How can those of us gifted with material goods 
show that we are ones who love the Lord? 

 

End with the “Glory Be” “Glory be to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, as 
it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen” 


